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50,000,000

By JOSEPH MANLEY.-

spofisored by Senator Peter Nor-
Dakota, and Representative
rth Dakota, to lend farmers
Northwest fifty million dollars at -6
from the U. S. Treasury, to be p’aced

‘farmers, throug

‘
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h the agricul-
on the advice of the county
proceedings nn:l side t:n::?x 2:’" d
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on farm  _tgage debts.

taken root in So. Dakota since

2_

!

Lt

&
£

i

i

f

g
4

!
:

And
contains a demand for “a mora-
farmers on their farm-

’E

gf

i
!

: 3 , for a period of five years.”
i - Washington heard of the moratorium
“*+  declaration very shortly after the Farmer-

4

3 m To make the plank of
£ more emphatic, Tom Ayres,
senatorial cavididatq of the Farmer-Labor
Party, immediately ced that he pro-
po to take the stump in every county in
and circulate petitions to Congress
pass -of a moratorium law. “I

{1

special interests, Nor-

Y - in the service of the
. ). beck and Burtness, the latter one of the
{ ke m of the Independent Voters'

o @ on in North Dakota, hegan their

. the lis mitly of the Nosthrs: b

< papers wes ve
r‘t-heuwthgu-y.ledbyllurphmoxthe

- I Tribune, who is circularizing
L try editors of the Northwest
ort¥ them to help to pass the

288 bill. The usual Chamber
is being. used:

to Help

Thé Farmer-Labor
Convention on

: Ma)fEOth'

By EMIL -LYON.

The movement for independent political
action by industrial workers and farmers
made its first great advance on a national
scale in the convention last year at which the
Federated Farmer-Labor Party was formed.
The next step forward will be made in the
farmer-labor convention, to be held in the
Twin Cities on May 30th.

There were represental in the July 3rd con-
vention in Chicago more than six hundred
thousand organized industrial workers and
farmers. The May 30th convention will
unquestionably bring to the Twin Gities dele-
gates from industrial workers' and farmers’
organizations with a membership of from
one and a half to two million.

Forces Behind the Movement.

Movements for the organization of a polit-

3 h od thousand to ical party -on a hational scale, which would

f 5 2 mid, “for Giere are that fight the hattles of the i ial workers and
wumber 2 m tate und on its~ farmers, have arisen ona r of occasiors
orders that sort of relief, or they in the history of this country, only to reach
perish financially within the next year.” A certain strengih and then to dissolve into
%w ‘heard that, and agile, as usual, the old parties. In considering the present

-movement for a political party of farmers
and industrial workers, one may well ask at
the outset what chance there is of this move-
ment crystalizing into a permanent class
party, representing the interests of the work
ers in the cities anc on the land.

The answer to this question is to be found
in the development of the industrial system
of this country. Since the days of the
Populist movement tremendous changes have
taken place in the industrial system. The
great trusts and monopolies have come into
existence, the railroad systems have been

lidated, and the domination of the whole

ry capi-

2 - vic methods of reactionary agitation.

sy the ‘middle of January the campaign to
r&ld&émeoﬁv.\ﬁwmbein full swing.
- " (Continued on page 2.)

F.-L P. For United
ront

«to-do ta: g

‘exaction: oo resolution on United Front has
garchy Wi the Farmer-Labor Party convention,
cal_group, §; Dak., on Dec. 4, 1923: ’

%

 South Dakota

1

of industry has been centralized in the hands
of a financial oligarchy, consisting of the big
banking institutions of Wall Strest. The
financial and industrial oligarchy which domi-
nates the industrial system of this country,
also dominates the government and uses the
power of the government to promote its
schemes of exploitation of the farmers and
wage-workers, and also to defend from attack
its system of profit-making.

Political parties are “he expression of
ic group interests. The development

in the pre£As, the existi

+ The Maj
supporte
class thi
gather in |
sentativeg ™
_ dustrial v’y a tendency for farm.
BTOUPS, Yrorkers to come locally,
politicaltme cases on a state-wide basis, for

found natio-

of the  capitalist system above described,
sharpens the economic conflict between con-
tending economic groups. It is this sharpen-

“ing of the conflict between the industrial

workers and the employers, and the farmers
and their exploiters, which has produced the
movement for independent political action by
these groups. Since this economic conflict
is certain te grow more and more bitter in
the future, the forces making ‘for a great

farmer-labor political party will increase in
power rather decrease. A class farmer-
labor party on a national scale is therefore

one of the imminent certainties of American
political life. i
The Development of the Movement.
It"has been in the period since the end of
the war that the new movement for inde-
pendent political action has had its greatest
mt. It is during this same period
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Conspiracy to “Stob” |
Farmer-Labor Unity!

(Special to Farmer-Labor ‘Voice.)
PIERRE, SO. DAK.—The attempt now

. being made in Minnesota—bx Chairman F.

A. Pike, Thos VanLear and others—go fore- -
stall the activities of the Minnesota Farmer-
Labor Party, is part of a conspiracy that has
already had manifestations elsewhere '~ %+
Northwest. i

The first drive of this sort was niade in
South Dakota, early in the fall, by the Demo-_
crats, working through Warren L. Beck of
the State Federation of Labor, in co-opera-
tion with one Dowdell, who made the bogus
claim that he was chairman of the State -
Farmer-Labor Party by virtue of an appoint-
ment in the 1920 Farmer-Labbr convention
at Chicago. Bitter attacks were launchetl
upon Tom Ayres and Miss Daly, who were
leading the movement for a str: ight Farmer.
Labor Party. All of which cdn be traced to
the Democrats, backed by special interests jn
the East, in an effort to strangle the Farmer-
Labor Party at its birth’ .

Fusion Camouflage.

The minority (fusion) ticket of the
Farmer-Labor Party—concocted in the coun-
cils of the Democratic Party—is merely- a
stookpigeon Tor the “regular™ Demoorats -
It is well understaad—and was known at . -
the time of the state meeting in Pierre, on= -
December 4th—that the nominees of the
“fusion” ticket would not run on the ticket
in the fall if they succeeded in getting the
Farmer-Labor nominations in the spring pri-
maries : that they would resign, secretly, and
after it was too late to put up another
Farmer-Labor. ticket. This would leave no
Farmer-Labor ticket on the ballot, and would
give the Democrats a clear field against the
Republicans.

The plan, as outlinéed by one who has in-
side knowledge of the deal, provides for the
“regular” Democrats to register in the
Farmer-Labor Party and vote for the minor-
ity (fusion) Farmer-Labor ticket, in the pri-
maries. It is hoped to in that way captire
the Farmer-Labor primaries, so as.to nomi-
nate Democrats and near-Democrats in the
Farmer-Labor Party. Following this, the
‘“regular” Democrats will “take care” of
these fusionists, with promises of appoint-
ment to office, if they will resign and leava
the field to the regular Democratic ticket.
In this way, the Farmer-Labor Party is‘hoped
to be destroyed, through its friends having
no ticket to vote for at the fall election,

Conspirators Lack Confidence. "

The South Dakota primaries occur on
March 25th—two months before the national
convention of the Farmer-Labor forces, in
the Twin Cities. It is believed by the con-
spirators, that if they ean bring about the
defeat of the militant Farmer-Laborites in
the South Dakota primaries, this will dis-
couragethe militants in other states and thus

nder the May 30th convention a small

thering of disappointed people, who could
make no headway anywhere during the 1924
contest. e

It is not generaliy believed that thistreason
to the farmers can accomplish’its purpose in i
the March primaries. But a desperate effort
will be made by the agents of the capitalists,
to bring about such result. They will .con-
centrate their efforts ugn South Dakota.
If they fail to succeed - this state, their-
hopes ing* formation

-
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o like this:
~ 7 "“Your petitioners, working farmers of the
© XUnited States,
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. (Continued from ’
bankers are- . the Norbeck-
Burtness bill. The I to be
will be deposited in | banks, by special
arrangement. And the banks need the money.
They are all on the point of broke.

Something to be done for
\the mortgaged farmers.

page 1.)
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recovered. Norbeck was the
of this money-loaning scheme.

the bill to appropriate $50,000,000 “to help
farmérs,” would tend to held up Nor-
's pet Rural Credits deal at & time when
is abeut to be a show-d a crash,
enters into Norbeck's calediations. He
up for re-election in 1926. The I. V. A.
in~North Dakota is hard pushed.
le are not satisfied with such open serv-
the capitalistic interests of Minneapolis
St. Paul. Banks in 1innnou are geing

et

4

oke every day. There is|a real panic agong
bankers and the politicians. The “sys-
" is being exhibited in all its ugly naked
It is falling of its own weixart. Hence,
desperate campaign to tide o
after next election. There is 'a Senator
glected in Minnesota, and another one
South ota this year. Also several
House of Representativer.
is real need for worry among the poli-
I/D‘ their Wall Street masters.

Moratorium Demanded. | |
“worthy” farmers who will et the
y, if this bogus bill passes Congress, will
the ones considered worthy by the politi-
machine in North Dakota, of which Burt-

@ valat—the Jake Preus machine in
Norbe¢k machine in
county agents, who are
the system, will say who
nobody will be worthy who is
vote to perpetuate the reign of
machines. It is a gigantic at-
debt-ridden farmers of
again voting to pe|rpet1
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very.
Whether the farmers will fall for this
séheme remains to be seen. There is evi-
“.dence that they are already too wise to.be

£

 fooled by it, although they may “take the

money.” They know that no schéme to lend
. them more money will save them. They
know what is the matter ‘with them. They
understand that the marketing monopolies
would not be touched by this bill, and that
they will continue to be robbed, no matter
how much money may be loaped to them
¥rhey know, without further proof, that un-
they could get this money direct from

the government without interest or ather
charges, they could not afford to take it.
Their shabby shacks and delinquent taxes
bear eloq testimony to the fact that no
matter ha%uﬂ they work, or however much
they may try to save, they will have every-
thing ieken from them but a meagre exist-
ence Hence, their revolutionary spirit is
growing and they are demanding not more
- money, or any new scheme of co-operative
marketing, but a five-year rest from the vay
‘ment of principal and interest on their

a.ready gver-mortgaged possessions.
JPetitions Circulating. |
The spirit of this new demand for tempo-
rarily tting debts is shown in the head-

“ing to the petitions that are now in ejrcula-
ion

-

. These are going out every day, to
anxious farmers and workers who are ready
friore than willing to circulate them. It

, realizing fully that we cannot
pay our debts and our taxes, and properly
our families under present condi-
and knowing that any further credit

4

the issue ~

lieving ‘the bankrupt wheat growers, by en-
abling them to raise live stock instead—
thereby reducing the wheat acreage. The
impossibility of this scheine can best be
judged by a further statement of Ayres: “I
had my experience in the cattle business,”
he said. “I went into it in 1916, bought the
cattle right, had the finest free range and
the best water in western South Dakota. I
had no losses. We did moat of our own work,
and got the advantage of 7 per cent yhoney.

in making ends meet even with all the con-
trollable circumstances in his favor. The
cattle men in South Dakota are all broke.
Ang this includes most of the richest, oldest
anfd most experienced among the crowd. The
war-time pricf-x‘helped some. Rut that was
only a “jag.” /e made no money. We just
thought we did, because we were handling a
lot of .checks. 1 kept my books as carefu'ly
as does any bank. We always showed a loss,
although we managed well. You cannot beat
the packers; nor can you beat the railroads,
or the manofacturers of fence wire. 1 tried
it and got'\beat.” That is the language of
this militant western cattleman, chairman of
the South ukgu Farmer-Labor Party.

/

- Farmer-Labor

(By Federated Press.)
CHICAGO.—In an attempt, to ecounteract the
rising farmer-labor ‘movement by ferming a closer
“permanent”’ alliance for mutual benefit between
the big absentee farm owners |and industrial cap-
italists, the Illinois Manufacturdrs’ Assn. has called
a farmer-manufacturer convention now in session
here. "*'The farmer and manufacturer have every-
thing in commen,” John M. Glenn, secretary of the
association, on the opening day told the large land-
owners, stock breeders;, grain bankers, and facvory
owners gathered here from all parts of the country.
“Neither has anything in common with Jabor,” he
continued, “both farmer and man@facturer are em-

ployers, both are eapitalists.”

The election of the farmer-laborites and progres-
sives who now form the farm bloc in Washington
was part of a Communist plot, the delegates were
told by Fred R. Marvin, an edfior of the New York
Commercial and representative of the Amer
Defence society.
farmers and the congressmen of the northwest who
stadied conditions in Russia last summer, for trade

s and diph ie r it of Russia,
was submitted by Marvin as further [‘evidence” of
a red plot. The Conference for Progressive Polit-
ical Action was named by speaker as the most
menncing agency ‘‘operating ‘under the Communist
International . . . J first, because of the clever
deception found in the name; second, bécause it is
probably the most active in handling the ‘political’
end’ of the Communist game, and third, becanse it
was this organization that' did the most to advance
the ‘demand’ found in the documents used in the
last election.” The { , he =id, sisted
of & number of affiliated unions and two farmer or-
ganizatibne—the Nonpartisan league and the Farm- |
ers’ National council. The membership of m.-e:l
organizations was estimated at 2,000,000,

The climax of the first day's proceedingh came

expression
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But we learned/that no farmer can Succeed /;::rmm to assist them.

duction of milk costs more
butors were willing to
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win their just demands.
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and farmers. Mr, Fowler said;

““This is the first time in their lives that
the members of our organization have had an
opportunity to the joy that
of receiving a friendly hand from our dg
brothers, in ti of stress, and I dare say
that it will prove beneficial to them. Unti’
now they no realization of th s
organization.” y

Strong Alliance in Pro. |
This growing consciousness

that they must join

hands

labor, is the most hopeful sign om v..

horizon at present.

when the producers of this country
the fruits of real liberty,

Such an alliance w.

tMummm;ﬂmmm;:unhwﬂua

of the workers’ toil.

when the delegates, who.have “nothing in common
with labor,” lined up with Wall Street and Sécre-
tary Mellon on the tax issue. “Utter abandonment
of the fallacious theor, that excessive and diserim.
inatory taxes against great wealth and industry will
relieve othefs” was demanded by Banker George

F. Heindel of Towa, who concluded, “high taxes
te ¥ v g

by banks or the Gover t will
evestion of more debts on which
iy the interest, no matter how

aca ’ R
f

Presiden} Coolidge sent his greetings to the con-
vention and vegretted hiw mhl{t, to attend.
. '
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The growing demand --nx‘ﬁ _The Farmer-Labor fou;— in C-°
Provisional

C
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" Farmer-Labor,
Convenh__t_)_n May 30
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;'n-tdu'mt-lmrﬁu X iutit.
leadership qualification an on
llmtrfaaui‘zontd‘ﬂle ment for
. the Farmer-Labor Party a strong political

" - same movement, ed by the conserva-
°=,  tive leaders of that organization.
s The coming together of representatives of
? r i?m.hl, 1823, for th .f:gmcrhbo’
e e -labor
and whe by a vote of 90 per cent
on the organization
Farmer-| Party, was
¢ e increasing’

movement.
uly 3rd convention the Fede-
Labor Party has, while build-
ing own ltrength as 'a" political party,
copsistently worked for a still greater crys-
tallization of the farmer-labor class move-
ment. It established contact with the state
“farmer-labor ‘parties existing in South
‘Dakota, Washington, Montana, and various
local ions, for the purpose of secur-

joint action in support of a national con-
ention in 1924. ;

‘The Minnesota -Farmer-Labor Party ini-
| _tiated a movement along the same line, and
i at a conference, held in St. Paul on November
; 15th. at which were present representatives

Pai Minneso

L,

i8

+ 48, the call for the May 30th convention was
 agreed
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FARMER-LABOR VOICE
farmer-labor party. ‘Tt believes that the

organization formed in the Twin Cities must
be dominated by the exploited farmers and

industrial workers, and not by the middle
elements. st i
to a°Great Class Farmer-Labor

-Party. .
' - Although the call for the May 30th conven-
tion h.q not vet been issued; it is not too
early to begin work in support of this con-
' vention. TFhe issue of independent political
action

should be raised in evefy political or
ic organization of industrial workers
and support of the May 80th
on should be voted. The industrial
and farmers of this country have
now before them the opportunity to create a

fighting itical organization, which will
really repi t their interests in the strug-

mobilized to achieve this goal.

Meat Trust in New Move

(By Federated Press.)

WASHINGTON.~~Chas. J. Brand, former pro.
tege of Joe Cannon and Herbert Hoover in the days
when Heney and the federal trade commission were
on the trail of the Chicago meat paekers’ lawbreak:
ing, has up again as a special pleader for
the packing trust.

In a press release from the office of Secretary
Wallace, dated at Omaha, Jan. 15, where the Amer-
ican National Livestock Association is in session,
Brand is quoted as arguing t}ﬂl the big packers
ought to be permitted to operate chain stores for
retailing meats. ~ This is now prohibited by the “con-
Jgent decree” under which the Big Five evaded the
prosecutioni which the federal administration was
forced to institute agdinst them in 1919,

“Retailing meat through large organizations ope-

rating chain stores would tend to cut down food
costs at the greatest single point of eéXpense,” says
Brand. “and would benefit both purchasars and con
sumers. X

Secretary Wallace describes Brand as “consulting
specialist in marketing for the U. S. Department of
Agriculture.” When the packers’ secret correspond-
ence files were captured by the trade commission
some years ago, it was found that Brand was con-
sidered one of the safest friends whom a packer
lobbyist could consult ‘when in Washington.

The story of packer control of chain stores, told
in the investigation,"wus one of deliberste strangling

of competition, Tollowed by raising prices o the"

consumer and cutting of prices paid to the farmer,

upon. ;
! ‘The May 80th convention will unquestion-
ably have the support of every group in the
United States standing for the formation of
! * a mass farmer-labor party. Coming in a

grugdenthl year. when political interest runs
s e the possibilities

|

of making of this con-

-final tion of the move-
independent political action.in a
-labor party are greater than
The promise of the May 30th
the starting point Qa new

" What! ‘of perty will be organized
May 80th? - $

‘At the present time thepx:uis“v’wt &r:lybn

movement for thdependent tical action by

-exploited farmers i

‘The mic class, consisting of small mer-

chants, the mfeulg j:mupo' t“d g:ihe twellxle-
. vto-do farmers, are revolt against t

of the centralized capitalist oli-

" garchy which rules this country. The radi-

' cal group, which holds the balance of power

' in the present congress, is an expression of
- this revolt of the middle class. .

y /.The May 30th convention }.“th::longdcil}:
supporters representatives o is- mi
‘class third party movement. There - will
gather in the Twin Cities not only the repre-
sentatives of the exploited farmers and in-
‘dustrial workers, but also of the middle class

i ~which are in reyolt against the old

r out. of the &on-

§

§

=X
J:':m come a farmer-labor move-
ting the class interests of the
-farmers and industrial werkers, or
party, fighting the political struggles

class, will be rmined by the
the exploited
WWML?

gth of the two groups.
-Labor Party
yt:rkén. Its prr-
lﬂmm e class interests
ign 40 make.of it - ~- T4

ade loans to them, at §

Sk Jod 2 ¥

and industrial workers.

- . «t of most of the o1
“Money Lords seized -~+.t‘h_is represeptatives. dividPhasninst po-> (

and panied by wasteful overhead expenses in
the beef trust itself. The combine was not efficient
except in oppression and robbery.

SEND IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS!
To All Our Members:—

Farmer-Labor Voice will be the me-
dium through which the Federited
Farmer-Labor Party is to gain strength
for its fight in the interests of the pro-
ducing class. A wide circulation is the
first necessity, for the accomplishment
of its purpose.

Farmer-Labor Yoice wiil express the
needs of the rank-and file. It will “go
to the masses”—and to them will carry
the truth.

Every member of the Federated
Farmer-Labor Party should be not
only a subscriber but a circulation
booster as well. And a bundle order for
this paper should be sent in imme-
diately, by-every union or group among
our affiliated organizations.

The subscription price is $1.00 per
~year, or 50 cents for six months; and

the cost of the newspaper, in bundles,
is 2 cents per copy.

TO “UNITED FARMER” SUB-
SCRIBERS:

. “United Farmer” subscribers are .
. hereby notified that “Farmer-Labor
Voice” has been made the official organ
of the United Farmers' Educational
League, and that they now will receive
the latter publication in place of the
former. : &
With the wider field for: usefulness
and service which is open to “Farmer-

ers of “United Farmer” will appreciate
this cha t has been made. .
ITED FARMERS'

- ¥

talist ies.  All the ~Washington,
country must be/.

‘tention lo participate im |

* complete a< in the original documi~n

Labor Voice,” we feel sure that all read- [
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A  Confére;:ce—and
A Cattle Show!

The dying F.-L. P. (formerly People’s Progressive
Party) of Coloradd, has called for a conference in ..
Denver, January 26 and 27.. Having no program of
sufficient interest to draw any mumber ef farmers’
énd workers’ organizations to a conference, this
outfit is offering a cattle-show as added attraction, - .
And with forlorn hope, it seeks to thus countersct .
in advance the results which it foresees muat follow
the Fatmer-Labor convention in St. Paul on May
3“}1. . - -

This swan-song call is sent forth in most all ‘di-
rectionib—except that of the (finnesota Farmer-
Labor Party, the existence of wa'ch is ciiber ignor-
ed on gnknown to the . signers of the eall. But
among the states which - are - .ot forgotten, are
¢ ontana, ‘South- Dakota, Nebraska, e
and Idaho. And in all of these states, the Farmer~ '
Labor Party organizati have recorded their i
! Minnesota cbnvehsion./
The united convention ' and cattle-show call. ix
signed by ‘W. M. Piggott, Jay G. Brown and Bert
Martin, ‘National Chairman, Secretary and Commit-
teeman, respectively, of the now pretty well defunct
“Farmer-labor Party of the United States, of
America.” 9 2

And it is sighificant that among those invited to
address this mixed-pickles gathering-of the clans, is..
“HONORABLE Roy M. Harrop, President of -the
National Ford-forPresident Club”—one.of the most
active boosters of the now busted Ford Boom-erang;
Having drawn forth from its closet’ this political |
skeleton, Mr. Harrop now seeks to decorate with it
his Farmer-Labor Party aspirations. Lo

It is officially announced that in this combined
funeral and fat-stock show, there will be no place
for “REDS"—or those who revere the emblem of
international brdtherhood. A red flag is, of coursed -
not an appropriate decoration for aprize bull show,
And equally of course, the idea of international-
ism, typified by that emblem, is not included In the
program of these political adventurers. in its en-
tirety, this “strictly limited™ call t’ actipn is! huita
a curiosity. And Farmer-labor Voice presen's it
herewith, for inspection—with capit tion and all

“Denver, Colorado, Jun. Ist, 1924;
‘nder and by virtue of the. AUTHOR'TY OF
THE FARMER LABOR PARTY OF THI}.UN{TED
STATES OF AMERICA, We hereby call a confer-
ence of THE FARMER-LABOR PARTY of ‘the -
Western and Southwestern states. to be held at
Lenver, Colo., Saturday, Jan. 26th and Sunday,
Jan. 27th, and a conference of . THE FARMER-
LABOR PARTY OF COLORADO, to'bé held Mon-
day, Jan. 28tk, conference to le alled to order at -
10 A. M. ¥

W. M. PIGGOTT, National Chairman

JAY G. BROWN, National Secretary

BERT MARTIN, National Committeeman -

G. F. STEVENS, State Chairman * N

NEIL MAC ARTHUR, State Secretary '

“Rauroad Tickets to Stock Show mav be obtained [
Jan. 18th to 281d: Fare one and one-hall west and
southwest of Missouri River return limit Jan. 29th,

See your local agent all milroads,

' See the Animals.

“SEE THE NATIONAL WESTERN LiVE~-
STOCK SHOW AT DENVER, COLO., Jan. 19th to* *
26th. BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER, and
at the same time attend the Western and South- &
western conference of the FARMER-LABOR I'AR-

TY. -Good accommodations at all hotels. Speakep
of national importance will be in attendance at 'the
conference, !

“HONORABLE PARLEY PARKER CHRISTEN- .
SEN, candidate for president in 1920, will address
the conference on Sunday, Jan. 27th, at 2 P, M, on
“WHY A THIRD PARTY?" '

“HONORABLE RQY M. HARROP, President,
National Ford for President Clubs, will address ‘the

f on the E i ion, Sunday, Jon
27th, at 3:30 P. M,

“All forward thinking people are invited to at.
tend this conference. NO PLACE FOR COMMU-
NISTS OR RED FLAG WAVERS. THE STARS
AND STRIPES ARE GOOD ENOUGH FOR US.”

- v - . = - 2
\ 4 ° 3
| Subscription Blank A
Federated Farmer-Labor Party,
' 800 N. Clark St,
Chicago, Il p
JOSEPH MANLEY, National Secretary:

Enclosed find § , for which vou will
send to bga-w/uddn-sn. Karmer-Labor Voice, for &

period of
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- "The Farmer-Labor Voice, official organ of
the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, is pub-

[

lished“in Chicago, home of the Packing Trust,
of the Hai Trust, and of that great
national t-gamblers’ association, the

Chi¢ago Board of Trade.

' A8 its name implies, this paper will be the
voice of the Farmer-Labor movement that is
und surely enveloping the agri-
and the industrial sections of the
United States. It is a response to this fast-
‘consciousness of the need for soli-
darity and upity of action between the farm

ers and the industrial workers.
puipose of the paper will be
and explain issues which link
together the interests of these two funda-
mental political and economic forces. Its
policy will be non-sectarian in character and
it will valiantly serve these two worker

Wm it will deal, in a militant
way, the various economic and. political

3

+ features which are the basis of the Farmer-

Labbr movement. v,
In year of 1924—which will witness
a M&I election—the farmers
in ‘ever. et e numbers are In:&tnnlng
r‘l‘*" are migrating to
%ﬁh industrial workers; prin-
the cities are to face with
oconomic siluation that is equally critical.
Thus the Farmer-Labor Voice is starting
a real basis for a nation-wide cir-
as the only natienal Farmer Labor
in; the country. And .upon the
tidal wave of adversity will be
phant progress the great mass
which the irresistible forces

" . Passing the Buck -

One of the greatest American indoor sports
s called “passing the buck,’ Politicians are
especially

:

£

skilled in this not too strenuous

creise of the mental faculties. .
“Today, with the wheat market in a state of
collapse and the farmers in the wheat-grow-
ing area headed for bankruptey and going
strong—on the down grace—we are told that
“the operation of the natural law of supply
is chiefly responsible for the
the farmer.” Afd. secondly.
that his failure is in most cases the result of
undue~"‘extravagance, We are also in-
formed that the same “inviglable laws" apply

Jto the labor situation generally.
Buat when this-law adversely affects the
railroads for instance, we find the govern-
- mental powers brought’ to their aid, post
‘haste. As in the case of the Esch-Cummins
Jaw, which has enabled the railroads to defy
the “natural law."-and has given Wall Street
& wedpon with which to.'stick up” the farmer
and the wage worker alike.

When “natural lgw" was operating in the
war period, for the benefit of the wheat
farmer] the government steoped in “to pre:

. vent profiteering,” set an arbitrary price on
wheat and thus defied this “natvral law,’”

2

:

swith the conseguence that financial bank-

ruptcy is rampant amongst tbqe near-
profiteers.
* This truth i4 admitted by Secretary of
. Agriculture Wallace, who now “passes the

buck” to the government, in his sveech be-
forc the Farm Economic Association at
Washington, D. C.

He says in part:

“It will be
tion of ecor
Bt hasii

thigt the unrestpicted opera-
laws, in course of time will by
e . . T
' ey

i

period; if there had been no arrest by the govern-
ment, of economic laws, as they affect other groups—
the industrial group, the transportation group, the
labor group; then the case for tae farmer could net
be presented with such assurance. But there was
such interference. The farmer was deprived of
many 5f the benefits which would have acerueéd fo
him from the free operation of economic laws dur-
protected

ihg the war. Other wps have been p
the government, fram the full sweep of these econ-
omic lawg,

“Once such a policy is adopted for the benefit of
one group, it must be applied fairly to all, or we
enter a period of economic and political disturbance,
the result of which we cannot foresee.”

Secretary Wallace thus admits the deplor-
able condition®of the farmers and plainly
realizes that something must be done to help
them. No doubt the “political disturbance”
that he-speaks of is the growing Farmer-
Labor movement. And the plank pi
in the Federated Farmer-Labor Party plat-

, form for the relief of the bankrupt wheat-
growers, is A Five Year Moratgrium On
Farm Mortgage Debts, -

“Pop Goes the Wease’! b,

One of our Northwestern farmer corre-
spondents sizes up the financial situation in
that section/ like this:

“The banks are popping here, every day.
It's a regular Fourth ef July in the banking
game. And of course this is a direct reflec-
tion of the farmers’ financial condition.”

In support-of this rather skctchy but
wholly graphic summary of the situation in
which the farmers new find themse' ves, the
records of R. G. Dun & Co. (who are certainly
not -particularly interested in the farmers’ be-
half) show a. total of 575 bank failures in
1923, with aggregate'liabilities” of over two
hundred million dollats—or /an average of
$350,000. !

And these failures are found to have oc-
curred mostly in the rural districts, among
the small, state banks. The general underly-
ing cause is stated to be the depression in
certain agricultural sections, particularly in
the wheat belt, and the consequent inability
of many farmer borrowers to meet their note
obligations:

The figures recorded by the Dun Agency
show that in pointsof number the increase of
bank failures in 1923 over the total for 1922,
exceeds 108 per cent ; that the increase in the
indebtedness is ‘more than 160 per cent, the
returns for the earlier year having shown 277
bank suspensions, with liabilities of nearly
eighty million dollars. Evén in 1921—a year
of expecially unfavorable crop reports—there
were 174 fewer bank failures than occurred
in 1923, and the liahilities were smaller by
$10,000,000. ¥ ;

The Dun Agency reports show that thé
marked increase in bank suspensions d g

1923 was confined mainly to two sections of *

the country—the central western and the
western states. The number for the central
western group rose to 291, from 85 in the pre-
ceding ¥
to more than $83,000,000, from less than $24,-
000,000 in 1922. This adverse showing re-
sulted chiefly from the unusual number of
failures- in North ‘Dakota, ‘where 130 banks

suspended,  with liabilities in excess of
$32 000,000, ‘
In the ‘western states, 1°5 banks are re-

ported as having failed last year, for {ull]
$56,000,000 ; whereas in 1922 the number was
58, and, the indebtedness was about $16,-
600,000. * Last . year. Mont alone had 76
bank suspensions with liabilities of more than|
$33.000,000. And Nevada was the only state
in the western section, for which no bank fail-
ures were recorded. .

The number of state and  * vate banks that
got into difficulties is repé™ ™ ds 471, with a
combined i of, 54,000 000.

.y The number of suspensi\'¥ ** Xing natirval
{ - v. . o
> \

; and the indebtedness increased |
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It the financial columns of the great daily
newspapers, there is now to be found a vavied
array of industrial forecasts and
the coming year., In these, the note of
ism is strongly predominant; but h

which result from unemployment.- v
© According to the latest findings of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, “the production
commodities and factory
creased in November” ; as did alse the
tion of pig irom, sheet steel,
pneumatic tires, lumber, &
Right along with
tion, unemployment is
The shop crafts workers
by thousands. And so are
ers, the miners, the mill
laborers of all sorts. "

Meanwhile, Congress is preparing
$500,000,000 on “pork.” In .M

such bills were intrnduced. t
thesé bills denlt with the problem of
Yet this is .wﬁm' which, with-

. And no solution is even suggested,
in the columns of the daily newspapers—nor -
in the halls of Congress. /

filoyment.
in a very short time,
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‘Versus Mc Master’s

s TR QA ook W <

. pecial to Farmer-Labor Voice.) .

' PIERRE, S. DAK.—That there is to be a political

e

4

more d his own 3

{" °displayed his real color, as a thorough-going . arch-
Ever since then, Sterling has been very faithful

1, {o the capitalistic interests. In this Tespect, he has

A “Progressive” Reactionary.

Sterling’s agtion in supporting Newberry, against
mhlbﬂﬁlmnqlhhbtirmlgm(
votes among the more liberal-minded Re-
3 ﬂiﬂn‘- ‘But his “red”-hunting activities against

‘speech, have stamped him_as the most danger-
ous reactionsry in the United States senate. This
‘is clearly shown by his introduction of a bill pur-

> to designate. as a crime, “to advocate over-

_ many

s
R
)

tow of the government by force and violence,” the
. being B0 cunningly 'worded that even the mildest
o B - ‘M(;.WMMQI&I abuses may be
) brought within isions of that statute.

P
‘His nomination for return to office is quite pro-
5 reactionary elemenfs are lined up
~‘support.
seven if he does succeed in obtain-
the Republican nomination. <

\ Resctionary “Progressive.”
, who will be Sterling’s oppo-
: 5 titios: is

i

. ment for the Republ
;. 'a former

: banker—like Cummins, of Towa.

: direct produet of tha bankers' dictatorship, which

“has funetioned in the Republican politics of South

: Dakota ever since the railroad interests placed that

it of their business.in the strong hands of the

o g P acd . reactionary.  at

times, McMaster has stood with the banking and

other capitalistic interests, against ey sort of

si ire p d. But within the past

. four m ‘be has sought to change position,

\ : , by a vociferous attack upon gasoline

. profiteers. He is thus seeking to meet the rising

i . tide of farme¥ discontent. But if he were clected,

« he would be found lined up with the “witch-burncrs

‘and herer n ¥ of the type with whom Sterling

-+ has been herding: - That his social vision is the same

as Sterling’s, is clesrlv proven by McMr-ter's speech

in the Republican proposal meeting, where

and wholly untruthful attack upon

_worke's who were murdered, and

a‘ons condemned to prison. av result of
ce Day riot in Centralia, Wash.

He is

tic ean-

" entirely antagonistic. He is now at-
McAdoo-type “progressive.”
with

His election, however, is.

" the cities.
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. FARMERLABOR VOICE
The Situation m -
by ot = at
- "the State of Ohio
By MARY B, BRITE. -
When I received a Jetter from the national
secretary of the Federated Farmer-Labor
Party, requesting for publication in first
! The Farmer-Labor Voice a_short

issue of
article on “The Farmer-Labor Movement in

o} Ohio,” I felt that I could dispose of the matter

n one sentence by simply writing, “There

" ain’t no such'animal.”  But some explanation

may not be amiss, as to why this thing is
lacking in that “greatest state of the Union.”

In September, 1921, when I took over the
office of Ohio State Secretary for the Farmer-
Labor Party, I was furnished with some
stationery, some account books, and a list of
names of people throughout the state. Thaé
was all.

A Some Efforts Made.

At that time there was a fairly active or-
ganization of the party in Cincmnati. At
“various times thereafter the matter of en-
deavoring to persuade some statesaction was
discussed, but without tangible results. Sev-
eral efforts were made to call a state conven-
tion, o be held at Columbus or Cincinnati—
to which there was practically no response
from the elements concerned. Those people
who had taken an,interest in the Labor Party
—and there were many such—seemed to lose
that interest when it became the Farmer-
Labor Party. This lack of .interest might
have developed just the same if there had
been no 1920 convention. I do not mean to
maintain that if the old organization,had con-
tinued to function as a Labor Party, pure and
simple, it would have flourished and jyrrown.
But the fact. remains, that interest in the
Farmer-Labor Party of Ohio was then at a
low ebb. And .never, during the several
vears that I served as state secretary, was it
in any other condition.

Diversified Failures,

Ohio is essentially an agricultural state.
But it is quite unlike the extensive fruit and
grain ‘growing country that some of the
Western and Northwestern states are. It is
made up of fairly prosperous and compara-
tively larfe farms, interspersed with smaller
farms, and a goodly number of truck farms,
large and small. .

This is the country of diversified farming.
And the products of these farms are of mary
sorts. - Upon them cng crop may prove to be
a failure—but all will not. As one:farmer
has aptly expressedt. “We do not pot all our
eggs in one basket.” So they feel that their
resources entitle/them to a considerable de-
gree of independence. There is no class of
reople who aré more hard to convince than
the Ohio farnier. He does not seem to recog-
nize the fact that he is in opposition to the
same econgmic forces with which the West-
ern and Northwestern farmers are contend-
ing—and losing out. Yet he is rapidly losing
his equity in the land which he tills. And
this jmposes upon him the strictest econo-
mies, on.the farm and in the home. While
his/standard of living is lowered, just as in
the other agricultural sections this is the
gase, he must likewise exploit to the iimit his
/own Wife-and children as farm help. As a
consequence, and_just like the farmers else-
where. he sees his children and his neigh-
Yors' children leaving the farms and going to
With the result that he finds it
more and more difficult to obain farm labor.
Tn resenting this fact. his resentment extends
to labor generally. But he sees no connec-
tion between his own problems and those of
the industrial worker. In his opinion, their
interests are as far apart as are the polar
extremities—they haye nothing in common,
_he thinke. ;

Tenant Farmers Awake.

This is the difficult situation confronting
the organizer of a political party which hopes,
to interest, and is created for the nurpose of
helring the exploited farmer and the equalily
exnloited industrial worker, in the state of
Ohin, Bnt thes~ farmers «enerally do not
‘consider themselves as being in the “ex-
ploited” class. Many of the more fortunately
situated even imagine themselves to be withiu
the capitalist But with the tenant

representatives. dividghacsinst eat

—

farmers—who % the usyal lﬂ""b'u'dii & a TS, -

: <  1Qye the : the 0% i .

- ':’ _..“ :.nd-i:‘ hf 'nr uesuv o1 mljs writer to nn_m, hac
ing with industrial improvement efforts. Labor’s.

¢
& 4
o 2 (l'_lVE)
degree. i In-Ohio ‘tﬂip sort is beginning to
w: 'is .now happening to the
Wi and Northwestern farmers is soon
likely to happen to themselves, And their
native American intelligence is leading them
to seek more light upon the possibilities of
the future, for their own protection.
.. Workers' Organization Weak.
Also the industrial workers in Ohio are

_now having their lessons burned into them

with the iron of capitalistic oppression.
While thus becoming more: and more con-
scious of his precarious situation, the indus- .
trial worker is not saying much but is doing
.a pile of thinking. 'And great will be the
upheaval when there is an outward manifes-
tation of that thinking. X

The state .of organization among these
workers is one of great weakness. In the
Aasic industries of Ohio, guch as the tremeir|
dous steel plants, and the rubber @hd auto-
mobile factories, there is practically no labor -
organization. This condition is little better
among the building trades workers, upon the
railroads, in the great clothing industry, and
in - other Jines. - Right now the industrial
worker in Ohio is fertile soil for organiza-
tional efforts. .

There should be a militant Farmer-Labor -
Party in Qhio. :

“At Last—A Newspaper -

For All Workers!”

By WILLIAM BOUCK. - .

SEDRO-WOOLEY, WASH:, Jan. 13, 1924'—
Brother Manley now informs me that we are to
have a national official organ for’ all“the workers. .
Previously we have had only p.pers.representing,
farmer-workers and industrial- workers separately.| -
But now, for the first time, we, shall have a paper b
for all of them, together. ' And this is indeed good |
news.

The greatest obstacle to overcome in our move-,
ment is the prejudice of worker against worker—
a prejudice ever.increased by clever propaganda
from the parasite press of capitalism.

Among farmers it has been the hardesl malter
to think of themselves us of the. working class.
They were capitalists—for did they not own land ?

Disunity and Destruction,

In this state of Washington we have mostly spe-
cialized farming—very little of what is known-in
the FEast as gpeneral farming. Wheat-raising in
one sestion; applec in another; alfalfa in an-"
other; stock-raising in another; cows in another;
berries in another; prunes in another. And these
varied branches of the farming industry grew up
separately. * Each believed that co-operative enter-
prises would be the selution of their problems, Ilach
tried it—and after years of every possible effort,
all are broke. i

It was capitalisn
did it. 7laxes for the producer, immunity for
speculator; interest| for the producer, rags for the
worker; inflation (J_r the banker, deflation for the
farmer. Ard so, many now see, through this mize
of graft, the Tundament of a eapitalist nviﬂp.y

at its best—or worst—{hat:
the

-

its structure.
-
Growth of Enlightenment.

We welcome a paper which will cover F4 10m
with the trath as to producer versu rasite.
Such a paper will stabilize the ever-¢ '&ing and
growing mind of the worker. It will hwfp Lim over
the first “enthusiasm of service” for a new social
order. 1t will keep him from going-away on false
trails. And it will help m.ghtily in bidilding &
solid and permanent anti-capitalist political pariy,
which shall seek to construet, where capitalism
has destroyed; seek to help, where capitalism has
robbed; and seek to build for honesty, where capi-
talistic monopoly has inculcated dishonesty.

Yes, the Farmer-Labor 'movement is- growing—
and growing fast—in our state of Washington. In )
many counties, where we formerly had little sup-.
po:t, we now have many members. And there are
many reasons for this growth of progressive sen-
timent. But the chief reason is the pauperizing of
the farmer, by a capitalist society, which stands
.helpless before the task of reconstru-tion. »

Farmers are becoming radical—over night; many .
are going clear beyond the idea of political action
as remedy. All these need education, and construc-
tive 'omnpiulion. Many are on the verge 20(
starvation’ Having raised immense crops, vet they
are going hungry. ; ST

i“Her¢'s To Our l';per"‘ alf _‘i‘he
i - g > m* tons of

So, there is g great opportunity for a -0 that state.
tive newspaper, that will come reguiarly "L—and very
homes of all workers, be they farmers’ or er-Labor zon-

" wplace. It ir
situation.

—must be wiped out by the propagation of science:
Hnpednaindnetry Ja, farming. in farm -rl labor

-



and travellers cheques. They
uctioners report that purchasers at sales

Ne Funds, and Ne Credit”

The paper held by _the great .majority
.~ of the banks—all of that which hung over from war
\ times—and this constitutes the bulk—has little

“equity in it.

of the War Finance Corporation have

failed. The establishment of the Intermediate
Banks, in connection with the Government
a - ine deliberately framed to take
its of the local banks and unload
on the government, cannot save the
papersheld by the banks is just as Jdaku-
the farm assets—but no more. So it is
worthless. In one instance—that of the
First National at Wessington Springs,
of the rottenést of the lohg line of

res are being made to depos
on the dollar for their claims»

Courts B 3

banks are thus popping everywhere, a
of brok®n farmers are crowding the
coutts. And this, in spite of the agree-
the lawyers, made with the banks
, not to take bankruptey cases of
This closed shop ent of the
does not work. There are
lawyers who.are scabbing on the sys-
the farmers are having that much
where -they can raise enough
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g a profound imp ion on
armers and industrial workers.
starch out of the retired farm-
small means. Al their con-
the sacredness and stability
are being rudely shaken
ly to listen to talk of a
m. And the "fellow who shouts
red-flag, the Third International
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, Just after the Russian revolu
thought they would scare the farm-
] out of the Non-Partisan League by calling them
b The farmers promptly called them-
- b ;:v'-’.hhovh And if the Communist ery
! - d, the farmers will probably admit and adopt

:

if
i
i

i

that designation. Our farmers are not afraid of
'] names. They know there are no ‘arm mortgages
.| 'being foreclosed in Russia,

The State Bank Bill.
Two years ago the South Dakota Non-Partisan
‘ . B d a bill providing Tor a State Bank,
¢ ’ with m:wry county, and giving authority
1 to the created by the law, to establish
« i the people petitioned for them.
other public funds were to be
in these public banks, There are some-
IEQ dollars of these fund
have been paying than £ per
Under the terms of the bill, credit
for productive purposes, all
expressly prohibited. The
conducted at cost.
fought the bill, spending not Iu};:hnn
b-

it
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get the same kind of a laugh
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0 Pl ' 0 . thoe Wl oy veeld
berause
.. Pandemonium Reigns &= & il
' o vl v b the sate, are ok 2
Financial pandemoniam meigns in South Dakota, 'fUMPIY that of the asociated banks.
The prediction made to me [ast September, by a 25 fcouts on
former member of one of the heaviest "“;. -"'h‘
" i el S o NS pavkinE  VAULTS, o as to make sure that it will have the
seems 1o be verified. He that if omey to pay its depositers
the banking law were enforced, more thas half of *Ereat joke, in this time of
[ . our eight hundred banks would be forced to liqui- $400,000 in this fund,and the banks Jhat are
t date st once. One bank right after another ip fail- have the fund. There is more than five
ing. More than sixty have failed within the year. dollars tied up in failed banks, and the
' Amang these are the First National and First Trusc failures Is increasing every da
2 banks of Mitchell, with liabilities of over. a million for depositors
. dellars. This occurred about twp mienths ago. The state and its counties have millions of dol-
¥\ Now comes the Sioux Falls N. lz:m lars deposited in the banks. Nobedy knows just
¥y deposits of two and a half | ‘Sioux  how much loas has been
;‘ Falls Trust and Saving Bank, of five the end will be. The state authorities give out no
& < millions. The Sieux Falls 'Nat ! Punk; the word. The in some i
o ‘James River Valley Bask at Sioux Falls to protect themselves with the bonds of " old line
- Mu.:.w..u.uq of the largest banks Jeastbrn guarantee companies.
St ( through evident high finance), i s
AL 0 A T T oy e i (s o 1y b G
Gre no longer “news.” hm““m Sioux ‘hat the state, Against its will, Ws been forced into
1 Mwu’w»w"h the banking business. The failure of the Sioux
\ : 'd“..f--'wdth&;nm: Falls Trust & Savings Bank compelled the state of -
~ 1 pos Association, the Siou Falls papers covered ficials to go into the banking business—through the
the story in less than five inches of space. | baek.door. s
o The panic ameng has naturally be- The state has much money tied up in that bank,
come acute. Many Are their and the Guarantee Commission took ever the insti-
" funds and purchasing U, §. Certificates of Indebted- tution, under the charge of the State Banking Com-
. ness; others money orders, missioner. Patrons of the baak are permitted to

deposit money and check against their own deposits,
but cannot draw any money they had on deposit be-
fore the state took hold. ”~

The Sioux Falls Trust & Savings Bank is there-
fore closed, but the state of South Dakota is run-
ning the bank. This approximates an experiment
in communism which would have been considered as
rank treason, less than a year ago, when the bill for
A state k was being fought by the Republican
machine, the Republican politicians, the Democratic
politicians, the capitalist press and the president of
the Farmers' Union

All Musions \'.ln’ﬁm(.

Meantime the illusions of .the farmers and work-
ers are rapidly passing away. They take kindly to
the program of the Farmer-Labor Party, favoring.
a five-year extension on the payment of farm debis,
and land for the users—which they regard as their
only hope for the future. I have 2 letter from one
farmer who has alread} started the slogan, “If we
cannet get a'stay, then, by heck, we'll never pay.”

Reverting to the loss of theif land throagh fore-

, closure, it is common to hear ‘the expression that if
the United States had never sold an agpe of land or
allowed an acre to be homesteaded, there would be
no mortgaged farms, and no trnnnu»nccp\' tenants
of the government, who copld remain through their
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men had insinuated 3 into power
and held title to the vast empire the farmers
had conquered. In meeting the

mand of the cities for farm produce, the

'

lives, and be certain that their children would have lost its complete self. character
land to use when they passed on, and be lested and b a cial en ‘growing
by-sny money losner specialized crops for a general market. The
The Losson Learned type of agriculture and the grown >
These canditions are making rapid changes in the determined by climate,
mirids of the farmers and industrial workers. The For instance, gener

hardships of thé past year, and the certainty of
grester hardships during the coming year, have
opened their eyes to the necessity fgr a fundamental
chadge in the economic system. Fifty years of
agitation could not have accomlished such progress.
Now they' listen—and accept. Without the condi-
tions, they would net have welcomed anything that
proposed a needed change. - Now realizing that any
change must be futile, which would leave the Wall
Street crowd in control—they are about ready for
& farmers' and workers’ government.

MORE TEAPOT DOME MUCK.
(By Federated Press.) [

WASHINGTON.~Albert B. Fall, Harding's sec-
retary o the interjor, testified, before the Teapot
Deme inquiry committee that he borrowed $100,000
from E. B. McLean, of the Washington Post, just
at the time the Fall ranch blossomed into prosperity
and the Dome was leased to Harry Sinclair. Me-
Lean departed to Palm Beach. Fall became “iIL.”
Now the committes has sent “enahr 'Wpllh‘ of
Montapa, to Palm Heach, and McLean has admitted
under oath that Fall never cashed the check he
gave him. On

Fall, unabashed, ¢onfesses that this is true. He
now says he got the mysterious $100,000 from a
source he will not disclose, but denies that it came
from Sinclair or had anything to do with the oil
concession from which Sinclair mide so many mil-
lions. 4

In his letter of Dec. 27

to the committee, Fall
described in detail how he got the $100,000 from
McLeam and carried it, in cash in a suitcase, all
the way from Washington to El Paso.

William Mah Union
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; By Alfred Knutecn. =
¥ - > - ]
Until two years age, Nerth Dakota” idered  resslution brought up at all?* OF course, the statk
one of the most progressive states in the union. ment was made by R: W. Frasier, chairman of the
L 1t is the Lu.te of the Non-Partisan League, the or-  Republican central committee (a Leaguer),
} ganization through which the farmers of this great that it was done “in the interest, of harmony.”
[ wheat "nd flax state expected to eventually be able Blessed harmony, what, cvils are committed in th
- to rid themselves from the and oppression name! . N3
of the banks and the grain gamblers in Minneapoli The outstanding r why the Coolidge reso-
3 Duluth and Chieage. - lution was passed are two-fold: (1) Bill Lemke A
It was a loug, bitter struggle, mingled with high  wants to_become Ambassador from the U. 8. to -
bopes, and with fears that the plan might not suc-  Mexico, and in order to get the ‘ear of oar strike-
ceed. The Republican Party capitalist machinery breaking President on this matter, desired to
in the state was captyed by the militant farmers, do him a favor. (2) = R. W. Frazier is look-
and for a time there w,  a general feeling of optim- ing for federal patronage for lLimself and his
ism amongst them th } their ambition would be friends, the lLeague pussyfooters and politicians;

realized—that of establishing their own marketing
system for farm du hrough the
= et of laws. }

However, little and big capitalists and politiciahs,
."a» . both within and outside the state, combinéd” against
..\ %, them, to defeat their aims, and today there is hardly
a farmer in North Dakota who really believes that
* he'is going to get justice in that way. New’ needs
~have arisen, and these require new
new organizations for their satis-

fodon.‘ VR 3 . B

b

s $ Today the Non-Partisan l£ague organization in

with hundreds of pussyfooters and
who are scrambling to get back into
7 in every possible way to get
or federal job, or patronage.
important,” the League has no
in any sense approximate a solu-

»

Jack Walton, their now failen hero—*“the meet hated
and most loved man” ever proclaimed onfthe politica)
bill-hpards of Oklahoma. It is necessary for every-
one to take sides, for or against that paradoxieal
personage, or be considered not sane, In this ‘much
disturbed state. * | iy
Movement for Power. |
And out of all the chaos, an Jindustrial get-
dogether movement is now on. Farm labor, farmer
es, trades unions, co-operatives' and the rest,
all are milling around the political arens. And their
ideas and slogans are as many and diverse as their

and so, quite naturally, he toe, sought the good will
of the Coolidge administration. We can well imag-
ine the feelings of “Roy,” when he was kailing down
the Potomac river, on ‘the President's yacht, the
Mayflower!
What Is the Romedy?

< But what about the bankrupt farmers, and where
do they come in? While politicians are manouver-
ing to get, jobs and. patronage for themselves, the
tiller of the soil, who performs _the imporiant task
of food production, is sinking deeper and deeper into
distress. That there is rea! need of doing some-
thing—and very soon-for the working farmer, is
evident to ‘all who are not entirely blind to the
situation.

Now, what is the solution of this problem? We
have the Norbeck-Burtness bill—which will mostly
help the banks and the meat trust. Oh, yes. it says
something about “worthy farmers—that they are
going to get aid’ from this measure. DPut wiho are
these “worthy” farmers, and who “is to decide as to
whether a farmer is “worthy” or nol2*fs a bank-
rupt farmer a wortyy farmer? «Watch for the
jokers in this bill. b

ions\ “Ind 1 1 action” vies -
with “Capture the Demoé and  Republi
primaries once more”; “Reward tur friends and
punish our enemies,” is met with “Stay 3loaf from
political action.” But all seem to more or less agree

®that the Fedcrated Farmer-Labor Perty is so ngar

right that it is not safe to be caught without - its
company. The buzzing of all there ideas is heird
everywhere—in the hotel lobbies of the capital eity,
in the district school-houses, and in the hails of
union labor and (m;mer organizations, throughout
the State of Oklahoma. :

On the industrinl field, the trades unions are not
0 strong as mi}ht be ¢xpected, considering the
amount of ‘“‘labor political activity” that has been
going on ‘here for years, in one chmpaign after an-
other--to reward our friends and punish our ene- -
mies.” N :

Divisiona! Weakness, Fogen!

The farm unfon forces are divided in “The Farm
Labor Union,” “The. Farmers’ Union,” “The Cot-"
ton-Growers' Association,” “The Wheat-Growgrs® ©
Association,” and & number of lesser omnhn:i'au.
Most of these have natiomal affiliations within the
bourds of their respective groups. But there are
few officials who don ot concede that the time is fget
approaching when all associations of farm and fac-

The capitalists have handed us bunk like tiis? tory. transportition and exchange, must form a

before. #We must strike deeper than that if we are
going to.remedy the situation. M the first place,
an i di; ium for five years, on all

Theé 'incident of the endorsement of President

the arch-reactionary, by the Republican
committee of North (s Leagu-con-

trolled body), strikingly how the pussy-
te. The only it

: Coolidge resolution was R. H.
> L County, one of the principal real
3 - of the exploited f;

And the question arises, why was the Coolidge

farm debts, must be declared by Congress; and sec-
ondly, the land should be given to those who live
upon it and actually do the work of raising the
crops. This is the least that should be done. Ab-
sentee landiordism by banks and investment com-
panies, throigh the operation of the mortgage
system, must cease, if farmers are to continue
1 ing and food duction go en.

Further, it is necessary for the farmers and indus:
trial workers of the entire country to form a na-
tional Farmer-labor class party, and by means of
such a party secure control of the government and
the industries, to administer in the interest of those
who do the productive work.

It is insanity to believe that the Republican and
Democratic . capitalist parties will do this for us.
Only a nation-wide Farmer-Lab8r class party can
do the job. There is no.other salvation for the
bankrupt farmer, whether in North Dakota or in
any other state of the union. : .

o w

Thirty-four years ago the state of Oklahoma

o . _ , new sections of these lands wer/ offered to the
. - public. Until finally, after a per/d of about sis-
“feen years, the d tically all

-

as they came into this
the Fair God.” They were filled with

| farms, this surplus popula-
ue accord with the econo-

o _.A.Q"{ilﬁﬁoma’s Industrial Pioneers

By J. E. Snyder.

four per cent a month, for the use of their credit.
Like a great sponge, these capitalist institutions
absorbed the early surplus of the new land and soon
brought the Oklahoma farmer on a par with those
of the heavily mortgaged Eastern states.

The market gambler eame along also and cotton
had its “bale weevil” long - before the boll weevil
made its appearance. Wheat, corn and sugar-cane,
as well as hogs, cattle, eic., had their human ticks
and chinch-bugs, who absorbed the credit balance
which should have gone into fertilizer fer the =oil,
houses instead of shacks to live in, paint' for the
houses, and other improvqnenu that make for social
welfare of the farmer. -
v Political Revoit.

Oklahoma has long been in a chronic state of
political revolt. ThePopulist Party, the fusion-
Democrats, the Socialist Party, the Farmer-
Labor Reconstruction League,” have all played

“their little parts in the effort to slongh off the

parasites from. the body politic.

tnited front upon the world market.  Yet although
leaders and editors agree upon the need for a United,
Front, the fear of “radicalism” is strongly preval?
ent. And most any reactionary newepaper can get
an “interview,” these days, with some scared official,
in which he will zealously disclaim all thought or in-
tention of “affiliating with reds”—to. be rewarded
for his “honesty” by having the newspaper, on that
day or the next, brand him as a “red.” Truly, the
term “red” is much abused, in these days.

As to the rank and file of the various member.
ships. they have reached the peint of mild protest—
sometimes even respond to the idea of “Labor Coun-
cils”, (similar to the Bankers’ Council and the Cham-
ber of Commerce Council). But-there seems to be
little hesdway toward expression .of the idea -in

deed. rather than in theory. This is due to.fault of <’

the Farm and” Labor newspapers, as well xs the -
present speakers and organizers. And it is_dpté>
those who are more capable students; speakers gnd
writers, to give out better information on the theory
of government through a combination of these two
great industrial and “political forces.

Put in order to present the lesson so as to bring
forth an active expression of such power, it is ne-
cessary to offer for ideration a te 1!
As the Russian soviets are the one single example,
then it bécomes necessary to break down the barri
of false phz-nda which have been erected between .

the workers @f that nation and of thi€. Onfv thus
may bé bro: t to the Oklahoma farmer- and labor
forces the truth with régard to their own neccssary
movement—that truth which is so carefully hidden
from them by the “kept press” of cavitalism.

Of course: the capitalist press will sereech “Bol-
shevik,” at jhe top of its leather-lined lungs. ' Orga-
rizers, writers and speakers will be branded - ‘> -
Russian Envoys” sent to Oklahoms for ©”*55 |
of capturing the State government #nd planting a
red flag on the Capitol. This writer has “himself
been so branded—yet he has never been to Rursia, -
and his Amel, an ankestry dates back two hundred
and fifty yeghs. Much the same fearsome ory has
arisen, fropf Tory press and King's henchmen, in
previous névolutionary days. /“Beware the Republi-
cans!” was then the cry. Ard now it is “Beware. the
Bolsheviks!” ‘But the political republichn idea went
marching on, despite the ¢rying out against it. And'
thus Avill march on the industrial republican idea—
until all the scas are crossed and all Farmer-Labor
forces are un''ed_in’ one solid front,
around. ! ¢ .

/ In Oklak .a, men.and wonien are thinking—-and'

At the beginning of this year of 1924, the political / men and w jen are disgusted, in Oklahoma. There,

situation there is a’' chaotic MESS. The State/
- ture is little more than an official Board gf
Inquisition, seeking the icalps of all who
liberal-on progressive idess. It busies itself iy’ re-
pealing the'laws made by its predecessors, in passing
laws inst the of ‘evolution and
uflppdﬁem‘ity,h redseing or abolisking
sustaining funds of state institutions ardinterfer-
ing with industrial improvement efforts. ULabor's

representatives dividpamainst oot

theory .

they are r ady to “Stop, Look and Listen!” The
capitalist. press proclaims that tons upon tons of
“soviet Yiterature” is being distributed in that state.
Of course’ there is nothing of the sort—and very
litde of any kind dealing with Farmer-Labor con-

“ditions ‘and problems of the timé and place. It is
the “~the desire of this writer to remedy that situation.
dice and superstiti

~-must be ;ip‘ed out by Lbe'promﬁon of science:

r
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ing.
L- preas sometimes calls them, think a cow

(EIGHT)
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‘Diversified Hardships

The wealthy bankers and big manufacturers have
been vieing with each other in the lavishness of
their generosity towards the poor farmers. One of
their best bets for getting the farmer out of the hole
in ‘which they have put him is “diversified” farm.

ing.

Gallons of ink have been spilled advising the
farmer to milk cows when he loses on his wheat.
Acres of newsprint paper have been stuffed with
propaganda to encourage the farmer ¥ engage in
diveesified production.

A dirt farmer, writing in the Nebraska Daily
Press, has blasted this propaganda in the most ef
fective manner that has yet come to our attention
Every farmer and worker should clip his answer,
which we reproduce, paste this item in his hat and
thfow it into the teeth of the first advocate of the
‘Ppanacea of diversified farming that meets him
s Everybody’'s advising the farmer to raise

dairy cows—to engage in diversified farm
Evidently the Town Farmers, as the

manicures and massages herself, milks
hzul! and délivers the product to the

A | creamery without profame urging.

fae;  |-wonder if any of these Town Farmers

- who are trying to tell us how to condutt a
cow hotel have ever arisen at four,a™m
groped their way through a littered farm
yard to a cow stable, played the reveille to
a flock of bovines and milked ten or twelve
of them when the thermometes stood at 15
below zero.

Perhaps Messrs. Coolidge and Hoover and their
ageuts in the Farm Bureau Federation would do
well to get a glimpse, in practice, of this great

whedy of theirs—diversified farming

Jail forﬁ gtriking Farmers

In 1921 the West Virginia miners, 11,000
strong marched on the barricades of the steel
trust gun men in Logan county, in" a des-
perate effort to free themselves from the
political and industrial tyranny enforced
upon them by six-shooters, rifles and ma-
chine-guns, in the hands of a mercenary army
mnintained by the mining corporations.

In, 1924 the dairy farmers of Illinois and
Wisconsin, 3,000 strong, marched on the

’hoﬂhpu plant of the Bowman Dairy Com

pany, the head and front of the-eopposition
to the farmers’ strike for a decent price for
¢ir products. Miners, according to the
pitalist press, are known to be viglent
“ persons and there is, therefore, only anger
and not surprise on the part of the press
when they resent brutal oppression.
But farmers!
Worse than that, dairy farmers—the most
peaceable of all human beings!

bovines, they tend. they are supposed to have
acquired much of the bovine temperament ;
so mugh so that they are as easy prey for
the dairy and-comniission-hguses as their
worn-out milk cows for the packing-houses.

The appearance of 3,000 farmer pickets®

upon the scene during the recent strike of
the milk producers, forces a revision of this
traditional view of the American farmer, and
the capitalist press is screamjrig itself hoarse,
editorially, in denunciation” of this unsus-
pected. bucolic pugnacious trait A

The Chicago Journal of Commerce pub-
lishes an editorial so bitter and venomous
that one can easily visualize the writer
occasionally pausing to wipe the foam from
his lips as he pounds his typewriter. The
farmers are*accused of attempted murder
and the demand is made that they be tried
and convicted.

We quote verbatim

In an agricultural county, striking farmers
believe they have a divine right to keep other
farmers from selling their milk to whosoever
they please and under any terms they see fit
The striking farmers commil vielence. it is
absurd to hope that law officers will make
serious efforts to arrest them.

But they ought to be arrested, and they
ought to be tried and convicted. Now that
the strike is over, there is no danger of
murder being committed, but until the neace
was signed, murder was on the horizon.

We have an idea that the Journal of Com-
merce feels toward these farmers as did an
aristocratic lady in Spokane, Wash., who,
While several members of the Industrial
Workers of the World were being tried for
,criminal syndicalism, said ‘she guessed she
would run down to the courthouse “to see the
Wobblies being convicted.”

All of which goes to prove that whether
it be farmer or wage-earner in a challenge
to the profit-mongers of America, & record
of previous docility counts for nothing.
Praised to the skies by the pundits of capi
talism, when they accepted it as the Alpha
and Omega of social systems, the farmers
are discovering very rapidly that independent
thinking—independent of capitalist conven-
tions—is the next to the last thing that the
Chamber of Commerce friends of the inde-
pendent farmer want him_to do

The last thing is action with his exploited
fellow-farmers and the industrial workers
against the growing tyranny of the Amer-
ican capitalist class. Expressed either by a
class party of the farmers and wage-earners
or by the march of striking farmer-pickets,
it will meet with the same relentless hos-
tility from the plunderbtind and their gov-
ernmantal tools

-~ e \
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Advance of Workers’ Russia

Russia is.again among the leaders in the
world's grain market. In November her ex-
portation of wheat reached 0500,(% tons.
Germany is at present her principal cus-
tomer, with France second.

In the Russia of the first workers’ and
farmers’ government, with a farmer—Presi-
dent Kalinin—at its head, there was recently
held the first international congress of farm-
ers of the world.

The purpose of that congress was to map
out an economic program that would result

in benefitting ‘the exploited farmers of all .

countries, as well as the industrial workers,
Such a program was formulated and adopted
by the congress. Its international bulle*ins,
now being issued regularly, show the
derful progress that is being made
realization of that program.

A full account of that historic gath.
which brought together in Moscow the rea:
working farmers from fourteen countries,
speaking seventeen different languages, will
be carried in the forthcoming columns of this
paper. The program adopted by the con.
vention, will also be published here
from the bulletins, which are
vals, will be gleaned and printed all
important news with reference to
cultural situation in that government con-
trolled by the farmers and industrial workers.

In the congress were present two dele-
gates from the Federated Farmer.Labor
Party: William H. Green, vice-chairman of
the F. F.-L. Party, and Harold M. Ware, at
present one of the writers for this news.
paper.

ANOTHER “FARMERS’ FRIEND”
EXPOSED.
It i9 admitted by the McAdoo boosters
at Washington, D. C., that the reactionary
forces in the Democratic convention will

E
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dictate a cut and dried reactionary platform.
And his supporters also admit that XMcAdoo,
if nominated, will have to run on a
{‘)'ut would equally fit such as
or
Thus been discarded—like the polit-
ical bath- which it was—McAdoo’s pro-
fessed fai government ownership of
in his 1920 signed state-
ment to ational Board of Farm Orgs-
izations.
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